
 
 

 

 

The Parable of the Soils 
 

 
 Three Fatal Heart Conditions that prevent people from 
accepting the secret of the kingdom of God. 
 
verses 13-15   #1: The Hardened Heart   
 
 
 
verses 16-17  #2: The Shallow Heart   
 
 
 
verses 18-19  #3: The Divided Heart   
 
 
 
 
verse 20  The Softened, Receptive Heart 
              

È Hear and Accept 
 

È Bear Fruit 
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Sermon Notes 

Notes on the Parables of the Soils: 
 

È The seed in this parable represents WŜǎǳǎΩ message 
of the kingdom: άrepent & believe the good newsέ. 

 
È What varies in this parable is not the farmer or the 

seed, but the soils that receive the seed.  The soils 
represent ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩs hearts: are they 
ǊŜŎŜǇǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΚ 

 
 



                       
For Starters: 
 
1.  When have you been excited about a particular pursuit or 
endeavor, only to find out later that it was not what is was cracked 
up to be?  How did you struggle through those dashed 
expectations? 
 
2.  Think about a time in your life when the soil of your heart was 
άǇŀŎƪŜŘ Řƻǿƴέ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΦ  5ƛŘ 
someone else help you open your eyes to the truth?  What changed 
for the better? 

 
For Further Study & Application: 
 
You can trace the theme of the parable of the soils throughout the 
gospels.  Notice how ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ Wesus in the following 
passages illustrates the seed falling on different kinds of soils. 
 
Mark 10:17-23.  The rich young ruler represents the soil that is 
ǇŀŎƪŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻ ǊƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΦ 
 
John 6:24-66  Many people ƛƴ άǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿŘέ followed Jesus to see 
miraculous signs.  When his words got tougher, they abandoned 
Jesus. 
 
Luke 12:16-32.  Note the attitude of the rich man.  What is the 
antidote to pursuing riches and other things which are thorns acting 
to strangle the seed? 
 
 

 
¢ƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƛǎ ά¢ƘŜ DǊƻǿƛƴƎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳέ.  As 
you read these passages, think about the confidence we have 
that God will overcome all his enemies and establish his rule. 

 

Mon. 
Mar. 24  

 
Mark 4:21-34τ In this passage the kingdom grows 
steadily.  You can be confident God is growing your 
ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎee it. 

Tues. 
Mar. 25 

 
Matthew 13:24-43τIn this parable Jesus describes the 
weeds and the wheat- which represent true and false 
believers.  What is the proper time to take care of the 
weeds once and for all? 

Wed. 
Mar. 26 

 
Daniel Chapter 3τ  ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ about the 
reposnse of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego to king 
Nebudchadnezzar.  Can you truly say to God that you 
ǿƛƭƭ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ƘƛƳ άeven ifέ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŦǊƻƳ 
a trial you are facing? 

Thurs. 
 Mar. 27 

 
Psalm 45τ ¢ƻŘŀȅ ǇǊŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ǿƻǳld be 
made manifest in our local, state, and federal 
government. 

Fri.  
Mar. 28 

 
Philippians 1:1-11τ Rest in the confidence of God 
today that he will complete the work he has begun in 
you. 

Sat.-
Sun. 
March   
29-30 

2 Corinthians 3τ  Rest in the knowledge that the Holy 
Spirit is guiding you and transforming your heart and 
mind into the image of Christ (v. 18) 
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